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XV ewfoundland, an island nearly

half the size of Great Britain, lies in the

Gulf of the St. Lawrence northeast of

Canada's Maritime Provinces. In the north,

it is separated from Labrador on the

mainland by the narrow Strait of Belle

Isle, and in the southwest, from Nova

Scotia by Cabot Strait. The Island is,

except for Greenland, the most easterly

part of the North American continent,

being about 1,800 miles from Ireland.

The importance of Newfoundland's posi-

tion on the North American continent has

been recognized by both the United States

and Canada. During World War II both

countries secured the right to establish

military bases at various points in New-
foundland. So important were these bases

to the security of North America that New-
foundland has been called "The Gibraltar

of North America",
vThe Guardian of the

Atlantic" and "The Watch Dog of the St.

Lawrence".

It is also interesting to know that the

first meeting of Prime Minister Winston

Churchill and President Franklin D. Roose-

velt during World War II took place within

the waters of Newfoundland and that there

they framed the famous A tlan tic Ch arter.

Historical Background

Many people believe that the Norsemen
visited Newfoundland as early as 1000 A.D.

However, credit for the discovery of the

Island is generally given to John Cabot. On
May 2nd, 1497, John Cabot sailed from

Bristol, England, and, after a voyage of

fifty-three days, sighted the New World.

Some historians say that Cabot landed at

The big friendly Newfoundland dog.

Cape Bonavista in Newfoundland; others

say it was Cape Breton Island he visited.

When Cabot returned to England, he
made known the fact that the waters around
the "New-founde-lande" were teeming

with fish. Thus it was that for a considerable

number of years Newfoundland became a

fishing station for European fishermen

English, French, Portuguese and Spanish.

During this period Newfoundland was used

only as a fishing station and no permanent

settlements were established.

In 1583 Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a half-

brother of the famous Sir Walter Raleigh,

took possession of the Island in the name of

Queen Elizabeth. Thus, Newfoundland has

the distinction of being "Britain's oldest

colony" and "the corner-stone of the British

Empire".

The first attempt at permanent settlement

in Newfoundland was made in 1610 by
John Guy, a merchant from Bristol. The



The first cable station west of the Atlantic, at Bay Bulls Arm, Trinity Bay, as it appeared in 1858
in an early drawing. Laying of the cable was completed in that year but it operated for only a

short time. A new cable was laid to Heart's Content and completed in 1866.

site of this "Sea Forest Plantation", as he

named it, was Cupids in Conception Bay.

Although John Guy's venture was not

completely successful, his example was

followed by many other Englishmen. In a

very few years a number of colonies had
been established along the shores of the

Avalon Peninsula, and in 1638, all these

colonies were united under Sir David

Kirke. Following the failure of this venture,

further settlement in Newfoundland was

forbidden and from about 1673 until the

beginning of the nineteenth century, New-
foundland was valued chiefly as a fishing

station.

During the seventeenth century there

was great rivalry between England and
France for colonies in the New World. In

1662 the French built a fort at Placentia, in

Placentia Bay, and planned to occupy the

whole Island. For many years the French

threatened English supremacy in the Island

and, indeed, on two occasions captured

St. John's, the capital. Hostilities between

the two countries were ended by the Treaty

of Utrecht in 1713 and sovereignty of New-

foundland was secured to England, but

certain rights for catching and drying fish

on the Island were reserved to French sub-

jects. These rights were the subject of

controversy for nearly 200 years. The two

small islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon,

twelve miles off the south shore, were re-

turned to France in 1763 and have always

remained in French possession.

Government

During its early period Newfoundland

was governed by the "Fishing Admirals",

the masters of the first fishing vessels to

arrive each spring. In 1729, the first Gov-

ernor was appointed by the British Parlia-

ment. For many years there was bitter striie

between the Fishing Admirals and the

Governors. Finally, however, the authority

of the Governors was established and,
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some three hundred years alter its dis-

covery, Newfoundland commenced its de-

velopment as a true colony. Thus, New-

foundland, "Britain's oldest colony", is

really one of the younger colonies in de-

velopment. Indeed, it was not until 1832

that the Island was granted representative

government. Twenty-three years later in

1855 Newfoundland became self-governing

and enjoyed the political rights that had

already been granted the other British pos-

sessions in North America.

This government continued through

good times and bad, for many years, until

the world-wide depression about 1930.

Newfoundland, like the rest of the world,

suffered greatly and could no longer con-

tinue to be self-supporting. Following a full

investigation, responsible government in

Newfoundland was suspended and in 1934

the country was placed under a Commis-
sion of Government appointed by the Brit-

ish Crown. This Commission consisted of

a governor and six commissioners, three of

whom were Newfoundlanders.

During recent years the financial posi-

tion of Newfoundland greatly improved and
the time came when it was considered that

the country could again be self-supporting.

In June, 1946, a National Convention,

elected by the people, was given the task

of making a thorough investigation of every

phase of Newfoundland's affairs. The three

main plans of government under discussion

were: (1) remaining under the existing

British Commission Government, (2) re-

turning to self-government, (3) uniting

with the Dominion of Canada.

In 1947 delegates of the Newfoundland

National Convention met representatives of

the Canadian Government to discuss terms

of union, and in June, 1948, a plebiscite on

the three alternatives mentioned was sub-

mitted to the electors of Newfoundland.

The vote was: for remaining under the

Commission system of Government, 22,311;

for seli-government, 69,400; for confedera-

tion with Canada, 64,066. As this vote did

not show a clear majority for any of the

alternatives, it was followed by a referen-

ce mess room in Telegraph House, Bay Bulls Arm, in 1858.
Rugglea photographs, courtesy Newfoundland Tourist Office
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A fishing settlement on Newfoundland's rugged coast. At the water's edge are the stages used
by the fishermen.

dum on July 22 in which only the two

systems which had drawn most support

were submitted. The results in this case

were: confederation with Canada, 78,323;

seli-government, 71,334. As a result of this

vote further discussions were held with the

Canadian Government, terms of union

were signed in December, 1948 and, fol-

lowing their ratification, Newfoundland

became the tenth province of Canada on

April 1, 1949.

Physiography

The Island of Newfoundland is triangular

in shape, the three points of the triangle

being Cape Bauld, Cape Ray and Cape
Race. It has a total area of 42,734 square

miles. The coastline is very much indented;

particularly on the east coast, there are

large bays which provide many sheltered

harbours. It has been estimated that to

travel around the Island, entering all the

bays and coves, would require a journey

of some 6,000 miles.

The main commercial forests are found

in the broad river valleys and on the west

coast. Some parts of the country are barren,

other parts are marshland, a few parts are

fertile. The most striking feature of the

interior is the network of rivers and lakes.

With very few exceptions the rivers drain

the Island in a general northeast or south-

west direction. The surface is on the whole

not mountainous but is undulating, with

low rocky prominences or "tolts" rising

above the general level. Only on the west

coast are there mountains which reach an

elevation of over 2,000 feet.

Climate

Newfoundland has a temperate, marine

and equable climate modified by the cold

Labrador Current which sweeps along the

east and west coasts. Summers are delight-

fully cool and few places in the Island have

mean July temperatures above 60°F.

August is a slightly warmer month but

temperatures of 90°F. are unusual. The



An iceberg off The Narrows, the entrance to St. John's harbour.

winters are not very severe and the

temperature seldom falls below zero. It is

neither so cold in winter nor so hot in

summer as the interior of Canada in the

same latitude. Precipitation is abundant

and well distributed throughout the year.

The fog which is a well known feature over

the seas off the southeast coast is caused

by warm moist winds blowing from the

southwest off the Gulf Stream mixing with

chilled air over the Labrador Current.

Freguently these fogs are blown over the

coast but the Newfoundland coasts are less

liable to fog than the southeast coast of

Nova Scotia

.

The People

The population of Newfoundland (in-

cluding Labrador) was approximately 321,-

000 in 1945. Most Newfoundlanders are of

British descent, chiefly English and Irish.

All the towns and settlements, except for

the forestry and mining towns, are located

along the coast in the many sheltered

harbours and coves. Forty-five per cent of

the population live in the Avalon Peninsula

at the southeast corner of the Island.

It is a peculiar fact that, during the

development of the country, settlement

seemed to take place according to religious

denominations so that, today, in most settle-

ments there is found a great majority of

one or other of the three chief denomina-

tions—Roman Catholic, Anglican, United

Church.

The visitor to Newfoundland would be

interested also to notice how, particularly

in the smaller settlements, the people have

preserved their national and cultural back-

ground. In many places, the people still re-

tain the customs, speech and outlook of their

forefathers who may have come to the Island

as far back as three hundred years ago.

Newfoundlanders are a hardy race. Their

long association with the sea, the hazards

of their chief occupation (fishing), and their

constant struggle for an existence have

made them so.
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Building a one hun-

dred and fifty ton

schooner to be used
in deep sea fishery.

Modern vessels are

often built of iron,

and many iron traw-

lers now put out from
Newfoundland ports

to fish on the Banks.

In 1892 Sir Wilfred Grenfell, a medical

missionary, arrived in Newfoundland. So

impressed was Grenfel] with the extreme

hardship of life in northern Newfoundland

and Labrador that he devoted the rest of

his life to improving the welfare of these

people. Many stories are told of his adven-

turous life and of the great hardships he

suffered. Grenfell was knighted by the King

for this work. Today the International

Grenfell Association is continuing the work

of this great man.

During the past few years, the freguent

contacts Newfoundlanders have made with

Canada and the United States have broad-

ened their outlook. This is expressed in the

Island's industry and commerce and in her

plans for better education. There has been

a decided effort to secure the higher stan-

dards of living enjoyed by her neighbours

on the mainland.

Resources and Industries

Newfoundland is rich in the natural

resources of the sea and of the forest. Al-

though mining is increasing in importance,

the commerce of the country depends

chiefly upon the fishing industry and the

manufacture of pulp and paper. Agricul-

ture is of minor importance.

Off the southeast coast, the floor of the

ocean rises to form a shallow "shelf",

known as the Grand Banks of Newfound-

land. Icebergs drifting from the Arctic

meet the warm Gulf Stream at this point

and, as they melt, rich stores of fish-food

are deposited on these banks. Thus, al-

though for four centuries fishermen have

been taking great catches of fish from the

Grand Banks, fishing continues to be the

basic industry in Newfoundland. Indeed,

dried cod-fish is still one of the most

important products as it has been for

many, many years.

Today there are three main divisions of

the fishing industry: on the Grand Banks,

off the Labrador coast and inshore fishing.

During the season large vessels, popularly

called "bankers", stay on the Grand Banks

for two or three weeks before returning to

port with their catch. Many of these Bank

fishermen come from Nova Scotia, the

United States and from the western Euro-

pean countries. Fishing off Labrador is
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carried on by fishermen who leave New-

foundland in May or June and reside at

"rooms" (buildings used by the fishermen)

on various parts of the Labrador coast until

the close of the season, usually in October.

Others use large schooners in which they

follow the "run" of the fish. Inshore fishing

is done in the waters along the coast. In all

these kinds of fishing the common equip-

ment used is the dory, the motor-boat, the

trawl, trap, hook and line. Caplin, squid

and herring are the chief baits used.

Although dried cod-fish is the most im-

portant product of the fishing industry,

great quantities of salmon, herring and

lobster are also exported. In recent years,

there has been a considerable development

in the production of canned and frozen fish.

Cod-liver-oil, various other fish oils and

fish meal are also produced.

At one time, many seals and whales were

killed in these waters. For some years these

industries declined in importance but since

World War II they have increased owing
to the world demand for oils.

The pulp and paper industry of New-

foundland is of recent origin. The first

paper mill was erected in Grand Falls on
the Exploits River during the first decade of

the present century; the second and larger

mill was located at Corner Brook on the

Humber River in 1923. The development of

the water power of these rivers provides

the electricity to operate the mills and to

serve the domestic needs of the surround-

ing districts. These two mills, together pro-

ducing 1,600 to 1,700 tons of paper each

working day, secure their raw materials

from the fir and spruce that are found in

considerable quantity in the principal

river valleys. From the standpoint of export

value, forest products (including paper)

in 1947-8 rose from second to first place

in the trade and commerce of the country.

The coming of this industry has had far-

reaching effects on the life of the country.

The nature of a paper mill's operation re-

quires many skilled workers—paper mak-

ers, machinists, electricians, engineers,

accountants, clerical workers, and loggers.

All this has meant an "industrial revolu-

tion" in the country; and in these communi-

St. John's Harbour. In the foreground is a typical Newfoundland dory, the small boat from which
much of the fishing is done.



Newfoundland's staple
product is cod-fish. One of
the most common methods
of catching cod is shown
above, where the men are
hauling in a cod-trap

ties modern schools and hospitals have
been built and a higher standard of living

has developed

.

In addition to the products of the pulp

and paper industry, the forests of New-
foundland provide fuel for the homes, lum-

ber for building, timber for the construc-

tion of boats and schooners, and staves for

the cooperage trade which supplies the

barrels and casks for the fishing industry.

Copper, the first mineral discovered,

was mined at Tilt Cove in the north of the

Island during the second half of the nine-

teenth century. This mine, however, ceased

operations many years ago and Tilt Cove
is now a "ghost town".

In the 1890' s large deposits of iron ore

(hematite) were discovered in Bell Island,

Conception Bay. The chief vein of this

mine, one of the richest iron ore mines in

the world, runs out under the ocean. Since

the opening of this mine some 40,000,000

tons of ore have been exported. Limestone,

quarried at Aguathuna on the west coast,

is exported to Nova Scotia.

Within the last two decades, lead cop-

in



A catch of caplin, which abound off the coast. They are used for bait.

per—zinc deposits have been mined at

Buchans, in the interior. These ore deposits

are limited, however, and unless more ex-

tensive veins are soon discovered in the

area, Buchans may become a "ghost town",

like Tilt Cove.

Fluorspar is mined at St. Lawrence, at

the tip of the Burin Peninsula; this ore is

exported to the United States to be used in

the manufacture of aluminum. There is

some mining on a small scale for talc,

gypsum, granite and marble. Some coal

has been discovered on the west coast but

not in sufficient quantity to develop. It is

thought that great mineral wealth still

awaits discovery.

The slope into one of
the Wabana iron ore

mines on Bell Island,

up which the cars
haul ore. In the dis-

tance is the deck-
head of No. 6 mine
which is below the

waters of Conception
Bay.

ominion Steel & Coal Corp. Ltd.
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Trawling on the Grand Banks is always strenuous; in the winter months ice adds to its dangers.

The crew of this iron trawler from Newfoundland, photographed in March, battle against the ice

which might capsize their vessel.

12



Fishing schooners at the Ragged Islands in Trinity Bay. Behind the vessels are the "rooms" and

stages used by the fishermen during the season. In the foreground split cod are spread out to dry.

Corner Brook at the mouth of the Humber River on the west coast is the second largest town in

Newfoundland. In the centre is the great pulp and paper mill, with stockpiles of pulpwood along-

side. Most of the town is modern and well laid out.

Canadian Pacific Air Lines courtesy Bowater's.



Fish market at St. John's. These markets at the piers off Water Street are thronged with early buyers.

Loading barrels of herring for export.
Oldford Studios
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Agriculture

Farming has never been an important

industry in Newfoundland. There are no

great areas of fertile land and the growing

season is short and rather cool. Since the

growing season and the fishing season

occur at the same time, in most places

agriculture is limited. There are, however,

a few places where farming is the chief

occupation of the people, notably the

Codroy and Humber Valleys. The only

agricultural product exported is frozen

blueberries.

The government maintains a Demonstra-

tion Farm on the outskirts of St. John's

where up-to-date agricultural practices are

tested for suitability to local conditions and

a herd of high-producing Ayrshire cows

is kept. Courses are given at the Dem-
onstration Farm on agriculture and fur

farming.

Towns

St. John's (57,000) the capital, is one of

the oldest cities in the New World. It is

built on the hillside overlooking its mag-

nificent harbour. The entrance to this well

protected harbour is through "The Nar-

rows", a passage about one quarter of a

mile wide. This ancient city has a romantic

history; on three different occasions it has

been almost completely destroyed by fire.

Despite its importance as a great seaport

and as the commercial centre of the Island,

St. John's still has the atmosphere of an

Old World city.

Corner Brook (8,700), at the mouth of

the Humber River on the west coast, is the

second city of Newfoundland. This modern

community is the centre of the pulp and

paper industry; Corner Brook claims to

have the largest paper mill in the world.

The Codroy Valley in the southwest where agriculture is the chief occupation of the people.

Marshall Studios
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Grand Falls, on the Exploits River, is

another very important paper-producing

centre.

There are a number of places in Concep-

tion Bay which are of importance: Harbour

Grace is the place from which many pio-

neer transatlantic flights started; Bay

Roberts is a relay station of the Atlantic

cables; Brigus is one of the older settle-

ments of the Island; Bell Island is the great

iron-mining centre; and Carbonear is an

enterprising town of some 3,400 people.

There are several other centres of inter-

est. Placentia, in Placentia Bay, is the

original French settlement; Hearts Content

in Trinity Bay, where the original trans-

atlantic cables land, is the oldest relay

station; Bonavista is a prosperous fishing

town, near the place where Cabot first

landed; Twillingate, in Notre Dame Bay,

is "the capital of the North"; Port-aux-

Basques, at the extreme southwest corner

of the island, is the terminus of the railway

and the chief port-of-entry from Canada
and the United States. Grand Bank, at

the "toe" of Burin Peninsula, is the

headquarters of the Bank fishery; St.

Anthony in the extreme northern part of

the island, is the headquarters of the

Internationa] Grenfell Association.

Many small settlements, ranging in popu-

lation from a few families to several hun-

dreds, are widely scattered along the coast.

The names of Newfoundland's harbours

and coves provide an interesting study for

the visitor. It is probable that no other part

of the world has such a variety of unusual

place-names.

The Pulp and Paper Industry

Left, top to bottom:—
A logger piles his wood after the day's cut.

Hauling pulpwood on a fifty-ton truck.

A ship unloading pulpwood at the mill boom.

Right, top to bottom:—
Manufacture of newsprint at Bowater's mills at
Corner Brook.

Rolls ofnewsprint stored in the huge paper sheds.

Loading paper at Corner Brook on the west
coost.

Bowater's Pulp and Paper Mills



Cape Bonavista, believed to be John Cabot's landfall in 1497, the year of Newfoundland's
discovery.

The fishing village of Exploits in Notre Dame Bay on the north shore.

Western Star



St. Bride's in Placentia Bay, a fishing village on the south coast.

Ferryland, forty miles north of Cape Race, where Lord Baltimore established a colony in 1623.
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Education

The system of education in Newfound-

land is denominational. From the very earli-

est times, the churches of the various de-

nominations have built and more or less

controlled their own schools. There are a

few places in the Island where, in recent

years, the various denominations have

united to establish "amalgamated schools".

Education is, however, state-supported,

that is, the Department of Education pays

an annual grant for the operating costs of

all schools.

Education is compulsory and free up to

fourteen years of age. Because of the sparse

and widely scattered population, approxi-

mately ninety per cent of the schools are

of one or two rooms. Secondary schools

have been established only in the larger

towns. In St. John's there are four denomi-

national colleges; these are well equipped

and provide a modern academic educa-

tional program to Grade XII.

In the past when Newfoundland had few

industries requiring technical knowledge
and skilled labour, little attention was given

to vocational education. The recent devel-

opment of industries, particularly paper-

making, now requires that schools be

established to provide vocational training.

There is no university in Newfoundland
but after World War I, the government

built Memorial University College as a

national war memorial. This institution is

undenominational; it offers a two-year

course in arts and three-year pre-medical

and pre-science courses. Its graduates are

recognized by all Canadian universities

and by many in the United States. This

College also provides training for the

teachers of the island.

In recent years, adult education has done
much for the people of Newfoundland,

particularly in the reduction of illiteracy

among the older people and in the ^intro-

duction of the old handicrafts of the people.

Handicrafts

For many years the housewives of New-

foundland hooked rugs, spun yarn and
knitted garments for their families. In re-

cent years the Jubilee Guilds of Newfound-

land and the Newfoundland Outport Nurs-

ing and Industrial Association, popularly

known as "Nonia", have encouraged this

work. At various centres of the Island

knitted and handwoven wearing apparel

of a very high quality have been made and

have found a ready market with tourists.

The Department of Natural Resources

maintains a special division to assist in

the development of natural handicrafts.

Training courses are given in such crafts

as woodwork, leatherwork, various kinds

Memorial University College at St. John's, built as a national war memorial after World War I.

Rugftles Studio courtesy Newfoundland Tourist Office.
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Ruggles Studio courtesy Newfoundland Tourist Othce.

A display of attractive handicraft work.

Hooked rugs and spinning wheel. Many Newfoundland housewives are skilled in the art of
rug-making.

A. C. Shelton, courtesy Newfoundland Tourist Office



Marshall Studios.

The harbour and city of St. John's, capital of Newfoundland. The picture is taken from Signal
Hill which forms one side of The Narrows, seen at left.

of woolwork and ceramics. A recently

established craft is the cutting of labra-

dorite, a stone of many hues which is

found in Labrador.

Under the sponsorship of the Interna-

tional Grenfell Association, the people of

northern Newfoundland and Labrador have
developed a profitable business in their

own type of handicraft. Many articles, illus-

trating various phases of life in Labrador,

are expertly carved from whale bone and

walrus tusks. Seal skin is being used to

make slippers, gloves and jackets both for

the tourist trade and for export.

Recreation

Fishing and hunting have for many years

provided healthy recreation for the people

of Newfoundland, and an important source

of food. More and more Newfoundland's

rivers, lakes and forests are being visited

by fishermen and hunters from other coun-

Bay Roberts, showing the Western Union cable station on the right and Company houses on Cable
Avenue on the left.
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tries. The many lakes of the Island have an

abundance of trout; the rivers provide ex-

cellent salmon and sea trout fishing. It is no

exaggeration to say that Newfoundland's

salmon rivers are among the best in the

world; and their waters are free to all who
pay a small licence fee. Moose and caribou

are plentiful in the forests; smaller game,

such as rabbits and partridge, are found in

large numbers in all parts of the country.

Many species of salt-water birds are found

along the coast and provide a welcome
addition to the dinner table.

Health

It has been stated that Newfoundlanders

are a hardy race. It might be supposed,

because of their outdoor occupations, that

there would be few health problems. This

is not entirely true, however. In this coun-

try of sparse and widely scattered popula-

tion, even minor accident or illness may
have bad effects.

There are modern, well-equipped hospi-

tals in the larger centres. Scattered around

the Island at regional points are small

"cottage hospitals"; there is also a hospital

ship which visits the more remote places

along the coast.

Frequently a doctor or a dentist will

serve several of the smaller communities;

in many cases, because of the lack of roads,

the doctor travels from one centre to the

other by motor-boat. District nurses are

stationed in many areas where there is no
resident doctor.

Transportation

Since most of the people in Newfound-

land live along the coast, much of the

transportation is by boat; a regular coast-

wise passenger service is operated. The

greatest connecting link within the Island

is the single track, narrow-gauge railway

owned and operated by the Government.

This railway runs from St. John's to Port-

The Colonial Building, St. John's, now the seat of the provincial legislature.

Marshall Studios.
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Shell-bird Island in the Humber River. Great quantities of pulpwood are floated down the Humber
to feed the mill at Corner Brook.

Far in the interior

magnificent scenes
such as this call to

the hunter and the

fisherman. Expert
rivermen are needed
as guides on these

swift waterways.
There is plenty of

power available in

f//e Newfoundland
rivers to generate
hydro-electric energy.

94
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There is excellent salmon fishing in the Humber River on the west of the Island.

The Terra Nova River on the east coast is also noted for its salmon fishing.

Newfoundland Tourist Office
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Trans-Canada Air I im

Gander Airport—situated between London and New York—an important station on international

air routes.

aux-Basques on the west coast. Along this

546-mile route the railway touches the

"bottom" of the bays so that the greatest

number of people can be served.

Road building has not received much
attention and, as a result, many sections of

the country are more or less isolated. The
Avalon Peninsula, the most densely popu-

lated section, has a number of good high-

ways, a few of which are paved. Certain

sections of the west coast are being opened

up by the construction of new roads.

Present work is directed towards joining

the sections of roads to provide a trans-

insular road.

The Island's connections with the outside

world are well served by sea and air. A

regular mail, freight and passenger service

is maintained between Port-aux-Basques,

the western terminus of the railway, and

North Sydney, Nova Scotia. Large passen-

ger ships sail from St. John's to Halifax,

New York and Liverpool.

The development of air transport has

meant much to Newfoundland. Since 1919,

when Alcock and Brown took off from New-

foundland on the first successful trans-

atlantic flight, the importance of New-

foundland's position in this field of trans-

portation has been acknowledged. The

Island lies on the "Great Circle Route"

between Europe and America and, thus,

Newfoundland has become a very impor-

tant station along the route. Great aircraft
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of various air transportation companies on

their journeys, both eastward and west-

ward, between the Old and the New
Worlds land at Gander Airport for refuel-

ling. Goose Bay in Labrador serves the

northern air routes. Botwood, a sheltered

harbour in the Bay of Exploits, was until

recently an important sea base where the

world's largest air clippers landed to re-

fuel. The eastern terminus of the Trans-

Canada Air Lines is at Torbay, near St.

John's. Newfoundland, once almost iso-

lated from the world and valued chiefly for

the fish along her shores, is rapidly becom-

ing one of the world's great centres of air

transport.

Communications

Newfoundland's position has also given

her an important place in communication

with Europe. In 1866 after many unsuc-

cessful attempts the first transatlantic

cable was laid connecting Ireland and
Newfoundland. Today there are twenty-

eight different cables, some of which permit

the transmission of five messages each way
at the same time at the rate of three thou-

sand words a minute.

In 1901, at St. John's, Marconi received

the first transatlantic wireless message
from England.

Marshal! Stuiiiu

Cabot Tower on Signal Hill, St. John's. In this

tower Marconi received the first wireless
message transmitted across the Atlantic.
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There are three radio stations in New-

foundland. The introduction of this method

of communication has been of great value

to the many people who live in isolated and

remote parts of the Island. Radio also serves

the fishermen at sea, not only to give them

warnings of storms and bad weather but to

inform them of the whereabouts of fish.

Labrador

That section of the Peninsula of Labrador

which comes under the administration of

the Government of Newfoundland consists

roughly of the eastern part of the penin-

sula. It is separated from Newfoundland by
the Strait of Belle Isle and that part of the

Province of Quebec which lies north of the

Gulf of St. Lawrence. Although the shores

are mapped and fairly well known, the

interior consists of virgin country, much of

it practically untrodden by the explorer.

The coastline, about 1,200 miles, is very

much broken, with many islands, and al-

though comparatively low in the southern

part, rises to bold and mountainous forma-

tions toward the north, with peaks rising as

high as 6,000 feet. Although Labrador is

in the same latitude as the British Isles, it

has a rigorous climate due to the fact that

its shores are washed by the cold Labrador

Current coming down from the Arctic. Its

permanent population consists of some

5,000 persons, of whom a few hundreds

are Eskimos living along the northern

coast and small bands of Indians living

in the interior. In summer months the popu-

lation is swollen by several thousand New-
foundlanders who engage in cod fishing.

Labrador is perhaps best known to most

Canadians as being the occasion of a long-

standing boundary dispute between Can-

ada and Newfoundland. But as there was
no settlement or development in the interior

areas involved, the dispute did not become
urgent until after the turn of the present

century, when it was recognized that

Labrador had potential value in timber

suitable for the manufacture of paper.

Eventually Canada and Newfoundland

agreed to submit the question to the

Judicial Committee of the Privy Council of

England and its decision, in 1927, granted

to Newfoundland all the land drained by

rivers flowing into the Atlantic Ocean.

This was more than had been expected by

Newfoundland which now administered an

area of approximately 110,000 square miles

in Labrador.

Resources

The principal industry of Labrador has

been for many years, and still is, connected

with her cod fisheries. Unlike Newfound-

land, where the fishing is conducted main-

ly at sea on the Grand Banks, the Labrador

fisheries are along the indented coast. The

An Indian hunter in

Labrador stretching

an otter pelt
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Bowdoin Canyon and Grand Falls, where the Hamilton River sweeps sharply in from the right.

The falls are deeper than Niagara and the walls of the canyon here are 400 feet high.

work is carried on by three types of fisher-

men: permanent settlers, true "Labradori-

ans"; temporary fishermen from New-

foundland who establish themselves close

to the fishing areas during the fishing sea-

son, and Newfoundlanders who work from

their own vessels. The fishing is confined

mainly to catching cod; to a much lesser

extent salmon and trout are taken. Not

much processing is done in Labrador;

some fish is cured in the sun, but the

greater part is carried to Newfoundland
in salt bulk, where the curing is com-

pleted.

Animal life includes moose, bear, cari-

bou, deer, wolves, beaver, otter and mink

in the interior, and seals along the coast.

Furs furnish the second source of income

for the inhabitants. Ducks and Canada
geese are the important waterfowl.

On account of the rocky terrain and

rigorous climate the agricultural possibili-

ties of Labrador are very limited. In some
districts the surface is described as one-

third rock, one-third muskeg, and one-

third water. The extent of the forest re-

sources has not been determined, but is

believed to be quite considerable. In some
districts which have been penetrated by

engineers or explorers there are known to

be heavy stands of black and white spruce,

black and yellow birch, and balsam fir.

Although not much of the timber may be

of saw-mill size there are known to be
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extensive forests suited to the manufacture

of paper

The mineral resources appear to be

mainly iron ore, of which huge quantities

are known to exist on both sides of the

Labrador-Quebec boundary. Showings of

nickel, zinc, and copper have been dis-

covered.

One of the chief resources of Labrador

awaiting development is the water power

which might produce hydro-electric ener-

gy, chiefly on the Hamilton River. This

great river flows down from the interior in

the south-central part of Labrador, empty-

ing into Lake Melville, which in turn

drains into the Atlantic Ocean. Lake Mel-

ville is a very considerable body of water,

90 miles long and up to 24 miles wide. The

chief source of energy on the Hamilton

River will be the Grand Falls, which are

upstream 230 miles by water from Lake

Melville. These falls have a drop of 245
feet, which is much greater than Niagara,

and in addition there are rapids for four

miles above the falls, and for twelve miles

below through a rock-walled canyon hun-

dreds of feet deep. The total drop in the

river from the beginning of the rapids

above the falls to the end of the canyon is

1,038 feet a source of enormous power

if ever it is utilized for that purpose. It is

estimated that the area could produce

about three-fifths as much hydro-electric

energy as is now produced in all Canada.

Air Base

On account of its northern position

Labrador finds itself on the route of much
of the air traffic between America and
Europe. During World War II, to facilitate

flying over the North Atlantic, Canada
built a great air base at Goose Bay, on

Hamilton Inlet. The site was leased from

Newfoundland for 99 years with the provi-

sion that Newfoundland planes might use

it on the same terms as Canadian. The
Goose Bay area is comparatively free from

fog and is accordingly an important base

for air travel over the North Atlantic; its

significance for both commercial and mili-

tary purposes can hardly be exaggerated,

and its importance in these respects tends

to impress the observer with the latent

possibilities of Labrador. The base has no

railway connection with the outside world,

and is accessible by sea for less than six

months in the year; its dependence upon

air travel is therefore almost complete.

Hospitals, Schools, Churches

A territory with large area and very

small population, and this population living

in isolated small communities naturally is

not likely to be well supplied with hospi-

tals, doctors, schools, and other amenities

of life to which those in more thickly-

settled areas are accustomed. Labrador

was no exception to this rule until the com-

A whaling factory at Hawke Island, Labrador, photographed some years ago. Whaling and sealing

are becoming more important with the increasing demand for oils. At the wharf is Grenfell's hos-

pital ship Strathcona.
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Labrador fishermen spreading out split cod-fish on racks or "flakes" to dry in the sun.

ing of a remarkable man, Sir Wilfred

Grenfell—a man so remarkable that his

services have become known throughout

the English-speaking world. As a lone doc-

tor cruising along the coast of Labrador

Dr. Grenfell came to know and love its

scattered population, and was moved to do
something about their lack of health-care,

education, and religious services.

Sir Wilfred Grenfell and the International

Grenfell Association which carries on his

work have been a great power in improv-

ing the conditions of the scattered settle-

ments along the Labrador Coast. They have

established hospitals, nursing services,

schools, and orphanages, and have en-

couraged industrial and handicraft arts.

Hospitals are located at Cartwright, North-

west River, and St. Mary's River, and

boarding schools are also operated at these

locations. Hospital ships bring medical

assistance to remote areas. The instructions

in domestic arts, designed particularly for

disabled patients and fishermen's wives,

include weaving, ivory-carving from wal-

rus and narwhale tusks, and the making of

baskets and rugs.

In addition to the Grenfell operations

(which are undenominational) the Mora-

vian Missionary Society, who for a century

and a half have worked for the Eskimos

of the northeast, have six stations in

northern Labrador, at which most of the

Eskimos live.

Articles about Newfoundland which have appeared in Canadian Geographical Journal include: Sailing Labrador Seas, B. Dale,
May 1931; Port Wine and Codfish, E. S. Gallop, July 1932; A Cross-section of Newfoundland, Norah Holden, July 1932; The Problems
of Labrador, Wilfred Grenfell, November 1933; The Vanished Red Indians of Newfoundland, Diamond lenness, January 1934; The
Tomgats of Labrador, A. P. Coleman, May 1937; The Golden North, Leo Cox, April 1938; Newfoundland, E. W. Mills, February
1941; Place-names of Newfoundland, H. L. Keenleyside, December 1944; Newfoundland —the Watchdog of the Atlar.tic, A. Lacey,
January 1944; R.C.A.F. Outpost, W. A. Shields, January 1945, Fish, Furs and History, A Lacey, January 1947, Surveying on the
Hamilton River, Labrador, G. H. Desbarats, November 1948; Newfoundland, An Historical Sketch, N V K Wylie, April 1949,
Newfoundland Pictorial, April 1949.
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